[ Bacterial endocarditis of the pulmonary valve damaged by thoracic radiotherapy (in Hodgkin's disease)].
It is well known that radiation therapy to the anterior mediastinum may induce lesions of all cardiac structures. The pericardium is most frequently involved, but atrioventricular conduction disorders, cardiomyopathy, coronary stenosis may also be produced. Aortic, mitral and tricuspid lesions have been described. However, clinical evidence of pulmonic valve involvement has not been reported. Only at necropsy has fibrotic thickening of the pulmonic cusps occasionally been found. We report a case of infective endocarditis of the pulmonic valve in a 53-year-old patient who had undergone thoracic radiation therapy for Hodgkin's disease 31 years previously. Four years prior to the endocarditis he had also been submitted to myocardial revascularisation for critical lesions of the left main and right coronary ostia, and to aortic valve replacement because of stenosis and insufficiency. At that time, the pulmonic valve was fibrotic on echo examination. It is noteworthy that, of all the cardiac valves, the infective process involved only the pulmonic one, which is seldom the target of an infection. To our knowledge this is the first case of bacterial endocarditis of a heart valve that had been previously damaged by radiation therapy.